44                               LORD  ODO RUSSELL

Seeing that Prince Bismarck was speaking with calm conviction
and without apparent excitement I begged he would be more
explicit and tell me what I could really believe about this distres-
sing case.

Prince Bismarck replied that he hoped he would not be
compelled to make known the whole truth to the public, but he
would now tell me enough to show that he had not done Arnim
an injustice.

Arnim, he said, not only made use of his position to make an
enormous fortune by speculating in the funds, but he actually
falsified and altered the text and sense of his instructions to
influence the fluctuations of the Bourse in his favour, and what
was more, he enlisted the Due Decazes as partner in these
infamous transactions, and shared the profits with him.

Prince Bismarck ended this painful conversation by deploring
the absence of honesty in French statesmen generally, but he
excepted M. Thiers, for whom he had always entertained an
affectionate regard."

There was a ring of sincerity in Bismarck's indignation, and
Lord Odo Russell, who had long known that Bismarck suspected
Arnim of exploiting his official position to enrich himself, saw
no reason to doubt the accuracy of the information, and passed
it on, sadly enough, but in all good faith. But his letters prove
that Bismarck was far from the truth later when he asserted that
Lord Odo Russell had the lowest opinion of Arnim "as the result
of his Roman experiences.7'1 Further Holstein was Bismarck's
chief informant, and judging from his later intrigues, he cannot
be accepted as an entirely trustworthy witness.2

Arnim himself, hearing that rumours of jobbery were being
circulated,3 rushed into print with an indignant denial,4 and was
almost immediately rearrested, despite the protests of his doctors.
It was said that he was being too much interviewed.6

Bismarck: #. and R. II. 181.

2See Eulenberg: Tine Kaiser's Friend. Schweinitz. II. 443,

3These rumours seem to have gained credence in France.

^Deutsche Nachrichten. 6 November 1874.
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